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Sir: 



Prior to or concurrent with calculation of the filing fees, please amend the claims as 



follows. 



llN THE CLAIMS: 



Applicants have attached to this Amendment documents entitled "Amended Claims" and 
"'Marked-up' Copy of the Previous Claims". Please replace present claims 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 16 and 17 
in this application with amended claims 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 16 and 17 shown in the document entitled 



"Amended Claims". 



REMARKS 



or 



Entry and consideration of this Preliminary Amendment is respectfully requested prior to 
concurrent with calculation of the filing fees. This Preliminary Amendment is being filed to 



remove the multiple dependent claim to avoid the surcharge. 



Serial No.: To Be Assigned 



Examination on the merits is awaited. 



Respectfully submitted, 

SMITH, GAMBRELL & RUSSELL, LLP 



By: 




Dennis C. Rodgers, Reg. No. 32,936 
1850 M Street, N.W., Suite 800 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Telephone: (202) 659-2811 
May 15, 2001 Fax: (202) 659-1462 



